
Important dates for your diary 

 
16 Mar at 2:15pm—Muffins for Mums in 

the hall 

17 Mar—Artist in school visit 

17 Mar—Red Nose Day—wear some-

thing red for £1 donation 

20 Mar—Rags to Riches drop off 8:30am 

22 Mar—Collaborative Schools music 

concert—selected Y5/6 pupil 

24 Mar—Easter family bingo       

27 Mar—Acorn KS1 multi-skills festival 

28 Mar  - Head Girls/Head of House 

Cake Sale 

31 Mar—Easter service in Church 

9:30am   

 

Attendance 

Highest attendance:  

Explorers  98.96%  

Lost learning: 77.5 hours  

 

@WestAshtonCofE  

 

West Ashton C of E Primary School | Facebook  

We are on Facebook! Please like our page.  

  

News and Events 

 

Friday 10th March 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

Reminder 
 

The library is open after school on Tuesday and Friday. 

Today in our Celebration Collective Worship we celebrated 
Poppy (Voyagers) for the value of  wisdom, Tiana 

(Explorers) for the value of friendship, Iris (Shooting Stars) 
for the value of wisdom and the whole of Discoverers Class 

for  living our values on their trip yesterday.              

Congratulations to them all.  

Congratulations and thank you to Lola in Year 5 
who received her maths thank you today as 
she wasn’t here last week to receive it.  She 
was part of the West Ashton team at Clarendon 
for the gifted and talented maths event.   

Congratulations to Thalia for receiving Performer of the 
Week award at her performing arts school. 

https://www.facebook.com/WestAshtonSchoolWilts
mailto:%3ca%20href=%22https://twitter.com/Westashtoncofe?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%22%20class=%22twitter-follow-button%22%20data-show-count=%22false%22%3eFollow%20@Westashtoncofe%3c/a%3e%3cscript%20async%20src=%22https://platform.twitter.com/widgets.js%22%20charset


On Monday Explorers class had a visit from Iris, a local Jewish lady, who came to tell us about 
life as a Jewish person. She brought in lots of things to show us and talked about how some of 
the items are used. Iris shared how she celebrates different Jewish festivals and asked us about 

the festivals that we celebrate at home and in school. She also read some of the story of     
Moses to us from the Torah, she read this in Hebrew first and then translated it into English. 
We had all prepared questions to ask her and she answered lots of them, we found out lots 
about Jewish people's lives. Before she left we got to try some Challah bread that Iris had 

baked for us, most of us thought this was delicious. 

"Iris read some of the scroll to us." - Ethan 

"She gave us some Challah bread." - Harper 

"She was Jewish and she told us what they put the 
Torah in and how they read from it." - Stanley 

"She talked about Shabbat." - Ella 

"Iris talked about how Jewish people celebrate    
Chanukah." - Tiana 

"She shared some challah bread." - Evan 

 

 

Iris has shared her Challah bread recipe with us and 
is on the Explorers Class Dojo page.  If anyone else 

would like it, please let us know. 



Discoverers Quarry Trip 



Thank you to everyone who completed the Parent Questionnaire last term.  We had a great response rate and some lovely comments. One  

area that had a few ‘don’t know’ responses was Personal Development.  The question was ‘The school supports my child's wider personal     

development’.   This got me thinking.  I am a mum of four and I considered my own response to this. I think recently I am a lot more aware but 

that is possibly because of my own job.  As I was not sure when my understanding of personal development in school grew, I thought I’d share 

with you what it is and what it looks like here.  

At West Ashton, we recognise that the primary years are a key time for children to develop their own identity and aspirations for the future. As 

well as academic development, it is essential that children are given opportunities, through the curriculum and beyond, for personal                

development. We understand the crucial role we can play in helping children to prepare for their adult lives so they grow into responsible, young 

global citizens. The opportunities we can offer them while at West Ashton will impact upon their future, helping them to realise our school vision 

that ‘You will shine among them like stars in the sky’. 

Our aim is to teach children how to navigate through life safely, happily and healthily and to recognise, adopt and embed a range of skills that 

allow them to be life-long learners. Children are growing up in a world that is constantly changing and it is a key part of our role in school,  in 

partnership with you, to teach the children transferable life skills. Always in an age appropriate way, we help the children manage their lives, 

now and in the future, and help them to learn every day, essential, life skills, including: 

• self-understanding, empathy and healthy, productive relationships  
• relationships education 
• eating healthily 
• keeping safe on the road 
• how to stay safe on the internet 
• the promotion of good mental health  
 

We are also fortunate to have visits, in person or virtual, from a number of professionals who help support personal development.  These       

include: 

• Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Safety 
• Wiltshire police 
• Road safety experts 
• Dental Health Advisor 
• Be Internet Legends 

• Place2Be Mental Health Charity 
 

I hope this has provided some clarity and if you know someone who we could add to our visitor 

experiences, please let us know. 



News from the classes: 

Shooting Stars: In Shooting Stars we have got some tadpoles and caterpillars.  We have been learning about how the tadpoles turn into frogs 
and we have planted sunflowers.  In maths, we have been learning the names of 3D shapes and in phonics we have practised writing          
sentences.  Marcey 

Explorers: This week we had a visit from Iris, she came to talk to us about Shabbat and Chanukah. She talked about what her life is like as a 
Jewish person. In science we talked about animals life cycles, we also got to hold a tortoise and found out about his life cycle. We have got 
some tadpoles in the class and they have got bigger and some of the tadpoles have hatched from their eggs.   Fynn and Luca 

Discoverers: In maths Year 3 have been finding out about equivalent fractions whilst Year 4 have been looking deeper into them.  In English, 
we have been reading a book called Iliona, a diary of a young slave.  We have been researching about gladiators for our own writing.          
Yesterday, we went to the quarry in Somerset.  We learned all about fossils and rocks.  We were able to watch how big pieces of stone are  
broken and sold.  Discovers said they all had the best day. Brie and Lawson 

Voyagers: This week in maths Year 5 did their assessment in fractions, decimals and percentages and Year 6 were assessed on  percentages. 
In reading, we were using our The War of the Worlds books to test our inference skills—could we be detectives and use the clues? In science 
we were learning about lots of different forces that are all around us.  We thought more about Lent in RE.  Thalia and Abigail. PS Max was     
being a teacher for 5 minutes—and Mr G said he did a good job! 

It was lovely to see so many last week at our first Stay and Play for 2 and 3 years olds.  We will be running it again on Monday— please pass on 
details to friends.   

Also, if you know of people looking for a nursery place in September, we are filling places already so please suggest they come up and visit. 

Finally, Muffins for Mums is on Thursday. As always, grandma, auntie or godmother welcome if Mum is unable to attend. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Alex Blake-Thwaite 



 

National Online Safety Update 

 

 



You are invited to join us for a muffin 

and a good book with your child/

children on Thursday at 2:15pm. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

FOWAS event 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Voyagers—

Trowbridge library 

book club 



  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 


