WEST ASHTON

News and Events

schooL Friday 9th December

Dear Parents/Carers,

Today in our Celebration Collective Worship we
celebrated lzzy (Voyagers) for the value of wisdom,
George (Discoverers) for the value of wisdom,
Harper (Explorers) for the value of agape and Seb
(Shooting Stars) for the value of wisdom.

Congratulations to them all.

Congratulations to Alexandra who is now an
Unsigned Act and to Skye who is a Rock Star!

Our Christmas jumper day will be raising money for The Acorn Appeal.

Please wear a Christmas jumper on Thursday 15th December and donate £1 to help this
great, local cause.

Reminders
The library is open after school on Tues and Fri.

Important dates for your diary

13th Dec—Nativity 2pm
14th Dec—Nativity 9:30am

15th Dec—Christmas jumper
day and Christmas lunch

16th Dec—Christmas Church
Service 9:30am

16th Dec—Christmas sing-
along 2:15pm

Attendance

Highest attendance:
Explorers 95%

Lost learning: 142.5  hours

y @WestAshtonCofE

ﬂ We are on Facebook! Please like our page.



https://www.facebook.com/WestAshtonSchoolWilts
mailto:%3ca%20href=%22https://twitter.com/Westashtoncofe?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%22%20class=%22twitter-follow-button%22%20data-show-count=%22false%22%3eFollow%20@Westashtoncofe%3c/a%3e%3cscript%20async%20src=%22https://platform.twitter.com/widgets.js%22%20charset

A Christmas Carol Panto

| thought the pantomime was great and
people liked it. It was fun and exciting, it
made everyone laugh! Skye

The panto was amazing! | liked how it interacted
with us all and we shouted things out, even the
| teachers joined in! Lexie

I thought it was really funny, especially
when Jacob Marley appeared. Poppy

It was awesome! Alexandra

| thought it was funny, especially Scrooge’s
Turkey impression! George

I thought the pantomime was really
good and funny! | liked that there was
a bit of drama in it too! Holly

| thought Scrooge was the best! It was
really funny when he was grumpy. Thalia

| enjoyed the story because it made
me feel Christmassy. Cameron

| liked when the performers kept
changing costumes and did funny
dances. Abi

We had a lovely time in your school. Big
Bubble Theatre
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Y3/4 Acorn Primary Schools Football

Played 7
Won 6
Drew 1

19 points

2nd overall




Thank you FOWAS for a great Christmas disco.
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SEND News - Term 2 2022

Acorn

Education Trust

Dear parents and carers,

| hope your child has had a good term and is well settled into their class and making progress. The theme of this SEND
News is dyslexia. Clarendon Academy have recently been awarded dyslexia-friendly schools status which is fantastic news
and a testament to the hard work and dedication of all the staff at the scheol. The report commented on the “caring and
sensitive ethos where SEND provision is a key priority for the school.” Congratulations to Clarendon! We will be sharing
good practice amongst all Acorn schools. It is important to remember that we don't need a label of dyslexia in order to act
upon difficulties identified. What is more important is that we understand a child’'s needs and act to support.

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas break. Sue Fulbrook (Head of SEND)

Dyslexia —some key facts

=  Dyslexia is one of the most common types of learning difficulty, but it is thought that it might be one of the least

understood.
Itis a “hidden disability” as sometimes the characteristics and symptoms are not obvious, and some children go
through school without it being picked up.
Dyslexia can range from mild to severe forms.
Dyslexic people have many strengths and sometimes these compensate for their difficulties.
Dyslexia is characterised by:

o Literacy difficulties — reading, spelling and writing.

o Difficulties with memery especially working memory and auditory processing.

o Difficulties with coordination.

o Difficulties with organisation.
Early signs might include speech difficulties, problems with sequences (such as the alphabet), reversal of letters,
family history of dyslexia, reluctance to concentrate for sustained periods, slow reactions to instructions, difficulties
learning phonics, difficulties with copying or colouring and reluctance with reading.

How can we help? A few tips.

Having inclusive classrooms where it is OK to ask for help.

Using multisensory approaches — saying things aloud [e.g. the letters in a word when practising spelling), writing,
tracing, visualising or creating a picture association, air writing, sand writing, tapping out letters or sounds, for
example.

Offering choices of how to demonstrate knowledge, e.g. mindmap, picture with labels, cloze.

Using L shaped card to chunk up sections of text to help focus attention. Using reading rulers to keep their place.
Explicit teaching — breaking things down into key steps. Modelling these.

Giving opportunities to recap and review learning.  Practice.

Giving extra time for assessments.

Using technology for recording, computer readers and for supperting working memory.

Listening to audiobooks.

Follow us @AcornSEND on twitter

Look out for tweets about achievements for children and young people with SEND as well as links to useful infermation.




News from the classes:

Shooting Stars: We have had lots of fun getting ready for Christmas. We have two class elves called Floss and Franky and they have set us up a
gift-wrapping station and have helped us make some wonderful Christmas surprises for you. We have also been practicing our nativity lots and
cannot wait to show it to all of you next week. Rhiannon

Explorers: This week we have been practicing our nativity and we got to do it with our costumes. We all looked really good. We were learning
about our body parts and why they are important. We also started writing a letter to the WWF. We really enjoyed watching a pantomime in the
hall. It was all about Scrooge and Christmas. Luca and Fynn

Discoverers: We have looked at the water cycle and made our own version of it using bags and hung it on the window to help us see the different
stages! In English we have started to get festive and we have been looking at word play and puns, using the Kevin the Carrot Aldi Advert as our
focus. In Geography we have been showcasing our learning with a letter to Mrs Blake-Thwaite. Brie and Lawson

Voyagers: This week, Voyagers finished reading Macbeth. We really enjoyed the play and had a great time performing parts of the story to each
other at the end of the week. We also wrote a saga in history about Norse gods and their adventures as part of our topic on Vikings and also
enjoyed painting a still life picture based on a composition of some of our favourite objects. Thalia and Abigail

With just a week left of Term 2, we are looking forward to a busy week next week. Don’t forget the EYFS/KS1 nativity performances on
Tuesday and Wednesday, Christmas jumper day and Christmas lunch on Thursday and our Christmas Church service and sing-along on
Friday. We hope you can make some or all of these—families and friends always welcome too.

Best wishes,

Alex Blake-Thwaite




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it Is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Plea: it www.nationaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

\What{Parentsi&(CarersiNeed|tolknow about

H I I A L (wnf-rmwvunulonunzy‘
for under-12s) ¢

HiPallis a trending social media app which turns phones into walkie-talkies, allowing people to

have voice conversations with friends or strangers. There are two account options: one for
users aged under;12 and one for those aged 12 or above. The former has fewer features and

\ limits interaction with strangers, enabling use of the walkie-talkie feature or photo.

sharing with friends and family only. The 12+ accounts offer more options, including

» adding strangers as friends, sharing photos and videos publicly, sending private
messages and holding voice'chats, flfh strangers as well as friends. \ = ‘-\
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National Online Safety Update
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Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Suthersand is an oniine safety con
whot ped and i

: L #WakeUpWednesday

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 07.12.2022




Is your child entitled to FREE milk?

FREE and
subsidised &
school milk

Every child under the age of five five is entitled to milk at a
is entitled to FREE school milk. subsidised price of around

Register your e
child today! ?

Register your child online Register online now and
for FREE school milk today. you can pay straight away!

\v

Register your Go online and quickly

register your child for

child for school sinliikar B
milk today.

; ) Need help? Contact our
Slgn them upina Customer Service team

on 0800 321 3248

few clicks... or via émail at

I Istrations@cooimilk.com

/ qu The UK government continues to support school milk. Milk for %
.44 (= under-5s is fully funded by DHSC via the Nursery Milk Scheme. ’oz
- Milk for over-5s Is subsidised by Defra via the School Milk Scheme. [
www.coolmilk.com < o Engiand www.coolmilk.com
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Join us for a free, fun-packed day of workshops and
activities exploring the worlds of music and science at Wiltshire Music Centre!

DESIGN your very own investigation about ocean

sounds, planets, atoms or light! FR'EE]
4 L

GET ADVICE from real scientists from the University of Chlives o
Bath 5to 11 years

canenter
PRESENT your findings at MY SCIENCE FAIR 2023

Sign up by
You do not need to know your project before you sign up!
Our team of scientists can help you design and create your investigations
at our Drop-in sessions
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Christmas. Party

14 DEC 2022

S:00PM - 7:00P M
THE CIVIC, TROWBRIDGE
TICKETS £8.50

WWW.THECIVICTROWBRIDGE.CO.UK
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sleep

your child
suffer with

Will your child
not sleep in
their own bed?

03303 530 541

7pm - 9pm
9am MMam

‘the_
national s

helpline

| 50% of
o chlldren vill hav
50/" 1 sleep i Issue

In partnership with Furniture Village, The Sleep Charity has
launched a brand new National Sleep Helpline to ensure that
everyone has access to high quality, evidence-based advice.

Run by a team of specialist Listen without judgement and
trained sleep advisors help you decide what next
Offer you some practical steps are right for you
strategies and recommend Empower you with sleep
services that could help knowledge so you can
Ensuring you understand how understand why your child
sleep plays an important part might not be sleeping well and
in your child’s mental health how that can change

and wellbeing

03303 530 541 e

-, the 2
7pm - 9pm _lgep Fu.rnl'rure

Copyright ® 2022 The Sleep Charity. All rights reserved. The Sleep Charity, a
registered with the Charity Commission under registration number 1150585.
*Survey of 2,000 adults by OnePoll, Aug 2021







